Statement by the United States at the Meeting of the WTO Dispute Settlement Body
Geneva, March 26, 2021
Agenda Adoption
•

Pursuant to Rule 6 of the Rules of Procedure for Meetings of the General Council, as
agreed by the Dispute Settlement Body (DSB), the United States proposes an amendment
to the proposed agenda. The United States proposes to remove item 4, referred to as
“Request for the Establishment of a Panel by Venezuela.”

•

Chair, item 4 of the proposed agenda contains an item that was submitted by purported
representatives of the government of Venezuela. This is not the case.

•

The purported representatives of the Government of Venezuela attempted to place a
similar item on the agenda of the DSB meeting in March 2019. At that time, the United
States’ position was that the item was not requested by the legitimate government of
Venezuela and therefore could not be placed on the agenda.

•

The basis for the United States’ position was straightforward: the United States—along
with more than 50 other WTO Members—did not recognize the Maduro regime as
legitimate. Instead, the United States recognized Juan Guaidó as the legitimate President
of Venezuela.

•

In the two years since the Maduro regime’s last attempt to add its request to the DSB
agenda, the United States’ position has not changed. Today, the United States—as well
as many other WTO Members—continues to not recognize the legitimacy of the Maduro
regime.

•

For that reason, the United States must object to the adoption of a proposed agenda that
includes item 4, because that item was requested, not on behalf of the legitimate
government of Venezuela, but by individuals acting on behalf of the illegitimate Maduro
regime.

•

These representatives do not have the right to place an item on the agenda of a DSB
meeting on behalf of the government of Venezuela.

•

The United States instead proposes that the DSB amend the proposed agenda to remove
item 4, such that the agenda would contain only those items properly requested to be
included by Members of the WTO.

•

The United States invites all Members to join in adopting an amended agenda.

