September 5, 2012

Dear ICHS Participant:

Welcome to the International Conference on Health and Security

As President Obama noted in his introduction to the U.S. National Strategy for Countering
Biological Threats, “advances within the life sciences hold extraordinary potential for
beneficial progress, but they also can empower those who would use biological agents for ill
purpose.” ... Addressing this challenge requires a comprehensive approach that recognizes
the importance of reducing threats from outbreaks of infectious disease whether natural,
accidental, or deliberate in nature.”

The U.S. vision for managing these evolving and complex risks is to work with international
partners to advance the health and security of all people. Together, we can establish a series
of mutually reinforcing activities to address specific threats as they arise. As new biological
threats emerge, it will require the coordinated and concerted efforts of a broad range of
international partners. As we take action to counter these threats, we will work together to
advance our own health and security and provide for the improved condition of all humanity.

We are pleased that you are participating in the conference and look forward to working with
you today, tomorrow, and in years to come to discuss strategies for how we can work together
to bolster international systems for detecting and treating disease and fortify each other’s
preparedness for responding to biological threats.

Sincerely,

and Security and Counterterrorism

Rose E. Gottemoeller Laurd E. Kennedy
Acting Under Secretary for U.S. Special Representative for
Arms Control and International Security Affairs Biological and Toxin Weapons
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