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1. PAHO and WHO
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Pan American Health Organization

) ) THE EVENING STAR
e Established in 1902 by TUESDAY., DE-I:EI'.}EIER 2 1902

SANITARY GONVENTION

Delegates Hepresent the
American Republics

resolution of the
Second International
Conference of the Pan
American States.

TOPICS DISCUSSED

“it shall be the duty of the o—— .
International Sanitary UEREHG }”‘iﬂﬂﬂﬁf DE- wY-
Bureau to lend its best aid MAH, FRRAITIR (FIOSD
and experience toward the th;ﬁfﬂ:ﬂi i-‘,ﬂ';‘;f:,f:i"'
widest possible protection Procsadings Today.
of the public health of ik el i
each of the Republics” o U Ameriom Eupktis S 8

Few WIlliTd, when the celigaies frem (e
Bouth American memibics and from the
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WHO Regional Office for the Americas

HE EVYENING STAR
Washington, D.C.
TUESDAY , MAY 24, 19448

In 1949, the Director-
General of the World
Health Organization
and the Director of the
Pan American Sanitary
Bureau signed the
agreement recognizing
the Pan American
Sanitary Bureau as the
Regional Office of the
World Health
Organization for the
Americas.
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Agreement fo Make Bureau
Hemisphere Health Office
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lonpg segsion of en inlerm execi-
Uve committes & 1he P ASTier-
itam Senitary Coalerence, whlch
el fde & FPAT,

The bursiad. represenling 2L
Amerisie regrublles. was L ap
shartly after the turn of the Eom-
jury Lo mork op IndErnational ae-
pesrs of puBilse hesalth, parikou-
iarly wiffectingp jurisdieijors of
e than oos natken, DOr, Pred® L
Baper, director, will sign the WHO
pgresment on behal! of Lhe
buarentl,




PAHQO’s presence Iin the Region
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2. Epidemics as a crisis
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* Multiple epidemics have caused great human
mortality along the history.

* These epidemics have had and will have a very
different impact on the population, where a
critical aspect will be the crisis management
difficulties that countries usually face in any
catastrophe.

« The number of cases in a pandemic may be less
prominent than the presence of the disease in
itself. The six deaths by anthrax in the United
States or the 44 dead by SARS in Canada caused
enormous economic and social repercussions,
showing that we still need to be better prepared
in the management of such crisis.
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Epidemics as a Crisis

e Disease>< threat
« Number of death>< security

e Fear ...Economic impact
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Epidemic crisis
« Require a multi-sectorial and inter-
disciplinary approach.

« Health is only one part of all the
context, where the main aspect is the
integral safety of the population.
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Economic impact of,

selected diseases

A

Source: Bio Economic Research Associates



3. Pandemic as a crisis
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Buscar

(*)Toda la ©MS () Este sitio

Acceso Alerta y Respuesta ante Epidemias y Pandemias (EPR)

La OMS Actividades en los paises | Noticias sobre brotes epidémicos | Recursos | Gripe aviar
Centro de prensa Mas informacisn

Paises i i
OMS = Programas y proyectos > Alerta v Respuesta ante Epidemias y

Temas de salud Pandemias (EFR]

Publicaciones

Datos y Re_cl Mu_ncllal de Alerta y Respuesta ante Brotes 1 de mavo de 2009

estadisticas Epidémicos Gripe por A(HIN1) —

Actualizacion n® 7

Programas y

proyectos La Red Mundial de Alerta v Respuesta

ante Brotes Epidémicos (GOARN) es

un mecanismo de colaboracian

técnica entre instituciones v redes ya

existentes que alnan sus recursos

humanos vy técnicos para identificar, 29 de abril de 2009

confirmar v responder rapidamente a Gripe porcina -

Red Mundial de brotes epidémicos de importancia Actualizacién n? 5

Alerta v Respuesta interna_c:ionlal. La Red I;rinda un marco

ante Brotes operacional para reunir esos N

Epidémicos conocimientos especializados con &l Brotes epidémicos
propdsito de mantener a la

Reglamento comunidad internacional

Sanitario continuamente alerta ante la amenaza

Internacional de brotes epidémicos vy lista para responder.

30 de abril de 2009
Gripe por A(HLN1) —
Actualizacidn n® 6

Acceso a EPR

Alerta v
actividades de
respuesta

Asociados de la GOARN que trabajan sobre el terreno (wmv,
3:15 min)

Descargar video (en inglés)

(Frances)

La Red Mundial de Alerta v Respuesta ante Brotes Epidémicos
{GOARN) (wmwv, 1 min)

Descargar video (en inglés)

(Frances, Espariol )

Para ver los videos, descargue una versidn gratuita de Windows Media
Elayer

La Red Mundial de Alerta v Respuesta ante Brotes Epidémicos contribuye
a la =eguridad =anitaria mundial de los siguientes modos:

combatiendo la propagacion internacional de brotes epidémicos
wvelando por gue llegue rapidamente a los paizes afectados la
azistencia técnica apropiada

contribuyendo a la preparacion para epidemias v €l aumento de la
capacidad a largo plazo.

En la reunidn inicial de asociados celebrada en Ginebra en abril de 2000
(en inglés) participaron representantes de instituciones, organizaciones vy
redes técnicas que trabajan en la vigilancia v la respuesta para debatir
sobre |la alerta v respuesta mundial ante brotes epidémicos. Los
participantes consideraron necesario contar con una red mundial,
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Potential scenarios




Inter-agency work on Pandemic Influenza
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Pandemic as a Ccrisis

Once the first cases of pandemic flu are reported,
countries declare public health emergency

[t may not be possible to stop a pandemic once it
begins

Up to 30% of the population may be affected.

Countries with validated and rehearsed pandemic
plans will be in best position to make decisions and
take actions rapidly.




4. Response to Bioterrorism
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Health crisis characteristics

eFear:
Health personnel and the public.
Influence in decision making.
Rumors investigation.

Security:
Health sector may not be in charge.

Specific technical aspects:
Possibility of unknown agents.
Small number of cases escape surveillance

Economy:
Economic criteria usually prevalil.
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Avoid Diverting Resources

e Countries face many public health risks
and Bioterrorism is only one of them.

e Maintain a balance between competing
health priorities.
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Thinking big...




Remain Focused

e Health sector responsibility Is to reduce
the health risk and not to make other

sectors decisions.

e Health sector has to consider key actors
such as security and judicial authorities.
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Multisectoral Approach

Response to bioterrorism requires the
leadership of the national emergency
management agency with direct
Involvement of security and health
professionals.

Establishing a more effective national and
regional strategy for health crisis will
have the additional benefit of improving
response to infectious disease outbreaks
and new or emerging diseases.
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Deliberate Use of Biological Agents represents
a challenge to both Public Health and Security

—

Different roles and responsibilities,
different mandates

WHO differs fundamentally from the IAEA and the OPCW as it is not in any
e WAy empowered to monitor or to verify compliance with international

Pan American

Health disarmament or non-proliferation agreements
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Lines of Action

1- Incorporate bioterrorism and health
crisis response into overall disaster plans
and programs

2- Human resources development
3- Provision of authoritative information
4- Strengthening laboratory capacity

5- Early warning 7/ surveillance / response
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* Policy guidance to
Ministries of Health of
Member States.

 More than 100 experts from
all WHO regions which act
as in their personal
capacities.

 International Organizations,
academia and NGOs (FAO,
ICRC, OIE, OPCW, WFP, UN,
Harvard-Sussex Program,
Pugwash).
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Respuesta dela
salud publica a las armas

biolégicas y quimicas
GUIA DE LA OMS . SEGUNDA EDICION

Public health response [
to biological and
chemical weapons =
WHO guidance = % 2
: & T



The real challenge: Coordination




5. Conclusions
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Conclusions
e Development of institutional capacity
e Emphasis on information management
e Multisectoral approach
e Regional solidarity

e New problems need new resources
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