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NIH: Steward of Medical and 
Behavioral Research

“Science in pursuit of fundamental 
knowledge about the nature and 
behavior of living systems
and the application of that 
knowledge to extend healthy life 
and reduce the burdens of illness 
and disability.”
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NIH Global Investment and Regional Distribution

NIH International Report, 2008



Scientific Productivity
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• To address global health challenges through innovative & 
collaborative programs for research & training

• To advance NIH mission through global partnerships

NIH Fogarty International Center (FIC)

FIC Mission:

Rhode Island Congressman John E. Fogarty

Advancing Science for Global Health
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Fogarty International Center
Major Research and Training Sites

 1/3 Research, 2/3 Training
~ $55 million/yr
~400 active grants
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HIV Research Training Program FY2013
25 year history of research & training

Training HIV researchers in low 
and middle income countries

• Partners: Fogarty International 
Center (FIC), other NIH 
Institutes

• 2,548 trainees 
• 47 countries
• Enabled significant advances by 

host-country researchers



Global Infectious Disease Research 
Training Program (GID)

• Linked to NIH & other funded research grants in 
neglected tropical diseases & other infectious agents

• 447 long term trainees
• 276 short term trainees 
• 59 countries
• Enabled advances:

 Leptospira genome
 Rapid, low cost MODS assay for 

drug resistant TB diagnosis 
 Anti-malaria pregnancy 

vaccine discovery



Sites (  ), Awardees (  ), Collaborators (  ) 

Over 560 
masters level 

bioethics trainees 
in low & middle 

income countries

International Research Ethics 
Training Program

• Develop culturally relevant curriculum
 Enable knowledge based local evaluation of research projects
 Focus on clinical research in global health

• Train professionals for leadership in bioethics



MAL-ED: A Global Network for the Study 
of Malnutrition & Enteric Diseases

Map of Sites & Institutions

• Network of sites that 
focuses on studying 
populations with a high 
prevalence of 
malnutrition & enteric 
infections



http://www.fic.nih.gov/news/publications/global_health_matters/2010/0410_mepi.htm�


Medical Education Partnership Initiative (MEPI)

• Botswana
• Ethiopia
• Ghana
• Kenya
• Malawi
• Mozambique
• Nigeria
• South Africa
• Tanzania
• Uganda
• Zimbabwe
• Zambia

Direct awards to African Medical, Nursing & Public Health Schools to 
enhance quality & number of health research scientists



Framework Programs for 
Global Health Innovation
Some of the greatest innovations in global health have 

come from fields outside of medicine & public health!

Broadly interdisciplinary training programs focused on 
generating “innovations” in global health: 
implementable solutions that are more 
effective, affordable, and/or scalable.

LUCAS images of CD4+ & CD8+ T cells 
compared to a regular microscope image

Lens-free microscope (LUCAS)



Frameworks for Global Health 
Innovations

• Prevention of tuberculosis 
transmission through uv-
disinfection technology

• Point-of-Care diagnostics with a 
cell phone & $2 “microscope”

• Providing evidence base for 
women’s health & empowerment

• Improving water management for 
health

• Improving detection, treatment, & 
prediction of drug resistant 
pathogens

University of Venda, SA & UVa water modeling project

Interdisciplinary team training in innovation science & 
development of products



http://www.fic.nih.gov/Programs/Pages/default.aspx



www.fic.nih.gov
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